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focus on the 

process 

If you know one student with 

autism…
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Over, under, around 

or through… find a 

way or make a way!

Common mistakes:

- providing only the “real estate” of inclusion & 

not related supports

- not experimenting with a range of supports 

(assuming that one set of supports works for 

everyone)

- thinking that “inclusion” means that all students 

engage, perform, participate in the same way, 

with the same materials, and with the same 

targeted outcomes
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Teachers can use these 

lists as communication 

tools or educators/ 

departments can craft their 

own lists.

teach up
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Sometimes 

being realistic 

isn’t being 

realistic.
- Norman Kunc

She was unaware of my limitations.

~Helen Keller

•poet

•author

•scholar

•feminist

•political activist

•advocate

•lecturer

•teacher

What is possible?

9

10



6

Students with disabilities who spent 80% or more of their time in inclusive 

classroom did significantly better in both reading and math assessment than 

those who spent more time in separate special education classrooms.

Students in the general education classrooms 
demonstrated highly significant levels of progress as 
compared with the students in separate classrooms.
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4 years of instruction between the first and last IEP

Both girls had CP and both were listed as having ID and 
OI. Both were vocalizing parts of words and gesturing for 
communication on entry to the district. 

Four years later, the child who was educated in a general 
education classroom was still using her voice and 
gestures, but she was also using an augmentative 
communication system (i.e., a speech generating device) 
and knew 70 symbols in the device. The child served in a 
separate class was described as “nonverbal.”

put the “U” in 

UDL 
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action & 
expression

representationengagement

• AAC/assistive tech for communication & expression
• options for assessment

• graphic organizers
• artifacts/materials
• demonstrations

• allowing walking
• small group seating
• music
• hands-on learning
• support from 

preferred peers

What UDL strategies do 
you notice/hear/see?

seek benefits for 

all
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What about the “other students”?

Szumski et al. (2017) found no negative 
effects for students without disabilities.

In inclusive schools, students without 
disabilities are more likely to:

• achieve the same or higher grades               
(no negative impact noted)

• have greater opportunities to have 
friendships with students with 
disabilities

• demonstrate an increased acceptance, 
understanding, and positive attitude 
towards inclusion
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ask a different 

question

Why does she ever 

have to leave?

19

20



11

Want to learn more about inclusion, collaboration & 

UDL? Visit me on social media or on my website…
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www.inclusionrules.com

Content from this presentation 
comes primarily from these texts.
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